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ORDINARY of NRWGATE's 
ACCOUNT af ibs 


Behaviour, Confeſſion, &c. 
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B Y Virtue of the King's Commiſſion of the 


Peace, OY ER, and TERMINER, and Goal- 
Delivery of Newgate, held before the Right 
Honourable Sir RoB ENT LADpDBROEE, Kut. Lord- 
Mayor of the City of London; the Right Honour— 
able the Lord Chief Juſtice WIIILES ] JonN STra- 
CEY, Eſq; Recorder, and others of his Majeſty's 
Jaſtices of Orer and TErmMiINER, for the City of 
London, and Juſtices of Goal Delivery of New- 
gate, holden for the ſaid City and County of Mid- 
dleſex, at Juſtice-Hall in the Old Bailey, on Wed- 
neſday the 7th, Thurſday the 8th, Friday the gth, 
and Saturday the 1oth of September, in the 22d 
Year of his Majeſty's Reign, Ric hAR D GovLlsToN, 
WILLI. JerFerys, Otherwiſe JEFFERSON, other- 
wiſe WiLLIiam Luke, otherwiſe Bitty Luke, 
we:e capitally convicted; GouLs ro received Sen- 
tence accordingly, but JIEFFERVSs's Caſe was re- 


ſerved for the Conſideration of the twelve Judges. 


By Virtue of the King's Commiſſion of the Peace, 
OyYer, and TERMINE, and Goal- Delivery of 
Newgate, held before the Right Honourable Sir 
WILLIAM CalverT, Knt., Lord-Mayor of the 
City of London; the Honourable Sir Thomas De x- 
NISON, Knt. the Honourable Sir Tomas ABNEyY, 
Knt. the Honourable Mr. Baron CLIVE, Sir Jonn 
STRACEY, Knt, Recorder, and others of his Maje- 
ſty's Juſtices of OyYtr and TERYNNUIN ER, and Goal- 
Delivery of Newgate, holden for the City of Lon- 
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don, and County of Middleſex, at Juſtice-Hall in 
the, Old Bailey, on Wedneſday the 7th, Thurſday 
the 8th, Friday the gth, Saturday the 10th, and 


Monday the 12th of December, in the 22d Year of 


his Majeſty's Reign, JohN] FrimLey, and Tho- 
Mas Jones, were Capitally convicted, and received 


Sentence of Death accordingly. 


And, By Virtue of the King' cCommilies of the 
Peace, a and TeERMINER, and Goal-Delive- 
ry of Newgate, held before the Kight Honourable 
Sir WILLIAM CaLverrT, Knt. Lord-Mayor of the 
City of London ; the Right Honourable Lord Chief 


Baron Parker, the Honourable Mr. Juſtice Bu x- 
' NET, Richard Apams, Eſq; Recorder, and o- 
thers of his Majeſty's Juſtices of Oy ER, and Ter- 


MINER, and Goal-Delivery of Newgate, holden for 
the ſaid City of London, and County of Middleſex, 
at Juſtice-Hall in the Old Bailey, on Friday the 13th, 


Saturday the 14th, Monday the 16th, Thurſday the 


19th, and Friday the 20th of January, in the 22d- 
Year of his Majeſty's Reign, UsuER Ganacan, 


 TxxrgBnez Conno,. and Jos PH MaPaan, were 


capitally convicted, and received Sentence of Death, 


- accordingly, 


- 'Thoſe of the two firſt Seſſions have behaved very 
well, and becoming People in their unhappy Circum- 
ftances, and their Attendance on divine Service has 
been regular and conſtant. As to thoſe of lalt Seſ- 


fions, Gauacan, and Conxos, having been “ bred. 


in the Roman Catholic Perſuaſion, their Preju- 
dices were not to be removed, and they were per- 
mitted to have a proper Perſon, who they made- 
choice of to attend them. Fox s TER, was conſtantly 
at Chapel, and Maha as often as his Infirmities 
Wang permit. 

On Tueſday the 14th Inſtant, the Report of eight 
Malefactors was made by Mr. Recorder to his Ma- 
jeſty, when he was pleaſed to order the ſeven fol- 

lowing 


* It appears by the Sequel that Gahagan was brought up a 
Proteſtant.. 
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lowing for Execution, wiz. William Jefferys, Thomas 
Jones. John Frimley, Uſher Gahagan, Terence Con- 
nar, Joſeph Mapham and Fohn Forſter, on Monday the 
20th Inſtant. | 

I. WILLIAM JEFFERYS Otherwiſe JEFFERSON, 
otherwiſe WirLLiam Lukes, otherwiſe BiLLY 
Luk, late of Benacre Labourer, was indicted, for 
that he with divers other Perſons, after the 24th Day 
of Jul, in the 19th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, to 
wit, on the 8th of Nowember laſt, at. Benacre, in the 
County of Sf9/k, did with Fire Arms, and other Of- 
fenſive Weapons, riotouſly, unlawfully, and feloniouſ- 
ly aſſemble themſelves together, and did reſcue James 
Holt out of the Hands of the Officers of his Majeſty's: 
Cuſtoms ; and that they on the 11th Day of March, 
in the Year 1746, at Horſey, in the County of Nor- 


folk, did, with Fire Arms, &c. riotouſly, unlawful- 


ly, and feloniouſly aſſemble themſelves together, in 
order to be aiding and aſſiſting in running, and land- 
ing, unaccuſtomed Goods, c. 

He was a ſecond Time indicted for being aſſem- 
bled together with others, with Fire Arms, Sc. with. 
an intent to reſcue the ſaid James Holt, out of the 
Hands of the Officers of his Majelty's Cuſtoms. 
He was a third Time indicted for not ſarrendering. 
himſelf according to the Act of Parliament againſt 
the Peace, &c. 

2. JohN FainLEx was indicted for robbing Na- 
thaniel Neal, on the Highway, and taking from 
him 85. his Property, Nowember the 19th. : 

3. Tromas Jox Es, was indifted for that he, on 
the 6th Day of September, having in his Cuſtody a 
certain Paper writing, purporting to be an Inland 
Bill of Exchange, and. to be ſigned by one 7% 
Egerton, and to bear Date at Broxton, Auguſt the 
15th, 1748, and directed to Charles Cholmondeley, 
Eſq; in James-Street Weſtminſter, near London, for 
the Payment of 300/. to Sir Watkins Williams Wynne, 
Bart. on his Order, at one Month after Date, for- 
value received: At the Bottom of which ſaid Paper, 
A 4; the: 
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the Words, and Letters, following were ſubſcribed, 
that is to ſay, accept to pay when due, C. C Hol- 
mondeley, purporting to write Acceptance of Charles 
Cholmondeley ; he the ſaid Thomas Jones, on the 6th 
Day of September, with Force of Arms, feloniouſly 

forged and counterfeited an Indorſement on the ſame, 

purporting to be a Bill of Exchange as aforeſaid, in 
the Name of Sir Watkins Williams Wyme, Bart. 
with an Intent to defraud the ſaid. Sir Watkins Wil- 
liams Wynne, againſt the Form of the Statute, in ſuch 
Caſe: made and provided, and againſt his Majeſty's. 


Peace, his Crown and Dignity, And he was like- 


wiſe indicted for knowingly and feloniouſly, uttering 
and publiſhing a counterfeit Indorſement of a Bill of 
Exchange, with Intent to defraud Sir Watkins. 
Williams Nynne and likewiſe for forging the ſaid. 
Indorſement, and for uttering the ſame with an In- 
rent to defraud Edward Belchier, Eſq; and Company, 
Bankers in London. 

4. Us HER Ganacan, late of London, was in- 
dicted for High Treaſon, for that he with certain. 
Tools, called Files and Sheers, and other Inſtru- 
ments, did diminiſh the Current Coin of Great-Bri- 
2 September 6th. 

Terence ConnoR, was indicted for High- 


Treaſon, for clipping and filing a Guinea, in the 


Pariſh of St. Bride's, September the 6th, 


6. ToszPu MaPuan, late of London, was indicted 


for filing and diminiſhing a Guinea, December the 
_ 

William Jefferys, aged 23, was born at Chat- 
h in the County of Sf, and always lived there 
with his Parents, till ſent to Newgate ;. he never was 
bound Apprentice, but learnt the Bufineſs of his Fa- 


ther, and-they worked together in making all Sorts. 


of wooden Hoops for Caſks. His Parents kept- a 
public Houſe at Chatterly, which was the daily Re- 
ſort of Smugglers; and this unfortunate Youth living 
in the Houſe with them, could not but be frequently. 
in ſuch Company. Peſides which, the public Houſe. 

requiring 
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requiring to be ſupplied with ſome ſuch Goods, as 
they dealt in, ſuch as Brandy, Tea, &c. occaſioned 
him to have particular Intimacy, and Friendſhip» 


with divers People, who were reputed Smugglers, 


and certainly did carry on a trade, contrary to the: 
Laws, and Intereſt of the Country in general. 77, 
ferys was generally. looked upon as a good-natured 
young Fellow, ſo that he might eaſily be worked 
upon to do any Thing almoſt to ſerve thoſe who uſed 
their Houſe, and from whom the Family reaped 
much Advantage by means of their Cuſtom, He 
ſaid, he could not refuſe to ſerve his Friends, when 
it lay in his Way; twas making what Returns he 
was capable of for their Civilities, as he term'd it, to 
his Family. And I thoughtit, he was in the Way to 
confeſs his being in the Plot of reſcuing. James Holt 


from the Cuſtom houſe Officers, who had. brought 


him from the FValnut Tres at Benacre, to Charles 
Welkh's at K:/ſing/and; where a Number of Smug- 
glers aſſembled at the Door in a diſorderly Manner 
with Fire Arms, and by viclence took him away 
from them. ——— But, he perſiſted to the laſt, 
and denied that he was preſent at the Reſcue, Thus 
much he did own, that he drank with the People, 
that were ſuſpected to have reſcued Holt, but ſtill 
denied being with them either at Benacre, or Kaſing- 
land. 

Recollecting, that one Evidence had ſworn at his 
Tryal, that when he was apprehended, he confeſſed 
who was there, and hoped he ſhould be an Evidence 
for the King; that he owned he was at the reſcue of 
Holt, and gave an Account of ſeveral Perſons, who. 
were preſent ; that twas put into Writing, and that 
TFefferys defired his own Name ſhould be put down. 
firſt ; I thought proper to mention it to him. At firſt 
he changed Countenance a little, and to all this re- 
plyed only; that he had no regard to what had 
been ſworn, or ſaid againſt him, he knew his Inno- 
cence of what was laid to his Charge, He _ 
N id, 
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ſaid, he was not ſenſible of having done Injury to- 
any one, that he had always lived in Charity with: 
all Men, and deſired to die ſo. TER 

2. John Frimley, aged 3r, was born at Stains, 
near which Place, when he was of proper Age, he 
was bound Apprentice to- a Paper maker, ſerved 7 
Years, and learnt the Art of making Paper, He 
work'd at his Trade till within this 10 or 11 Years 
paſt, when he went in Admiral Hazdoct's Fleet to 
the Mediterranean, The firſt ſhip he was on board 
of was the Somerſet Man of War, where he continu- 
ed for 3 Years, and a Half. From her he was turn- 
ed over to the Mar/borough, and there he was for 3 
Years and a Half more: He was afterwards in the 
Neptune 3 Months, and in the Devonſbire 20 Months. 
When he returned from the Mediterranean, he was 
in the St. George for eight Months cruifing in the 
Channel, and afterwards in the /rwincib/e till he was 
paid off at Part/mouth : and laſt of all he was in the 
Taviſtocſ for about 2. Months. | | 

Before he and two others, that had been Ship- 
mates with him, left Port/mnth, they thought pro- 
per to commit a Robbery, which was in this Man- 
ner. They had one Day paſled by a Shop ſeveral 
Times, inthe Window of which hung a great Num- 
ber of gold-Rings ; theſe they had their Eyes upon, 
and thought they would be very convenient for their 
Purpoſe. Accordingly in the Duſk of the Evening, 
one of them broke the Window and ſnatched the 
Rings, ſlung as they were on a String ; they made 
off with their Booty for the preſent undiſcovered, 
But a Rumour of what was done being ſpread over 
the Town, their Fears preſently ſeized them, and 
gave Wings to their Heels. They immediately 
turned their Backs upon Port/mouth, and having ſpent 
all their Wages, they had Recourſe to their Rings for 
Support upon their Tramp; ſo at every Houſe they 
ſtopt between Portſmouth and London, they left a 
Ring to defray their Expences, 
3 : They 


(9) 

They ſtaid in London ſome Time, he ſays, and the 
other two endeavoured ſeveral Times to perſuade 
him to turn out, as he called it ; but he withſtood 
all they could ſay, and was reſolved to be concern- 
ed in no more ſuch Tricks with them, but to live 
honeſtly, They had outſtaid their Time of Leave 
from the Ship, not caring to return, leſt they might 
be diſcovered. But not hearing any Thing of the 
Matter, and thinking it was blown over, they were 
for going down to Portſmouth again in order to go 
on Board their Ship, and came to a Reſolution, he 
ſays, ſo to do. Accordingly the 19th of Nowember 
they hired Horſes from Londan to Hounſlow : but up- 
on Small-berry Green, between Brentford and Houn- 
ow, about 6 o'Clock in the Evening they met a 
Man, to whom they preſented their Piſtols, and 
robbing him of 8 Shillings, rode off towards Houn- 
/ſow. Between 7 and 8 o' Clock, Frinley was tak- 
en by 6 or 7 People, who carried him tothe White 
Bear in Hounfloww ; where the Perſon, that was rob- 
bed by them, ſaw him ; and when they went before- 
a juſtice of the Peace ſwore to him, as one of the 3, 
and he immediately committed him to Neæaugate. 

3. Thomas Jones, aged 28, was born in Cheſhire, 
and was bound Apprentice to a Maſter in the Man- 
cheſter Way, as *tis called, in Manchefter. When ke 
had ſerved about three Years and a Half, his Maſ- 
ter dying, he went home again to his Parents, and 
continued with them half a Year ;. when his Father 
thought proper to launch out ſome more Money, in 
order to put him into the ſame Way of Buſineſs, 
that he might ſerve out the remainder of 6 Years. 
But this Maſter, he ſays, happening to be one of 
thoſe unhappy Perſons, that ſuffered at Kennington 
Common, he was again at a Loſs, and returned again 
to his Parents. Preſently after an Uncle of his brought 
him to Lendon, in Hopes to get him into ſome Bu- 
ſineſs here; but after a Stay of 12 Months, not 
meeting with Succeſs, he went back again into the 
Country. At length he got to be a Captain's Clerk 

on. 
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on Board the Jamaica Sloop of War of 14 Guns 


on the N. Station, where he continued about 9. 


Months, and was turned over to the Squirrel, and 
ſtaying on Board of her 3 Months return'd to Eu- 
gland, and went home to his Parents. Again he came 
to London, and going on Board the Kingſton Priva- 
teer ſtaid 12 Months in her, and then ſhe was put 
out of Commiſſion, on the 24th of May laſt. Lodg- 
ing afterwards for ſome Time near the London In fir- 
mary Coffee-houſe, he had contracted a Debt of 140. 
for which he was arreſted, and put into the Mar- 
SHalſea, where he committed the Fact; an Account. 
of which is as follows,. given to me under his own 
Hand, wiz. | SR 
The chief Reaſons, why I forged the Note for 


which I was tried, and convicted, are, I contracted 


a Debt of near 14/. for which I was arreſted, and 
carried into the Priſon of the Mar/bal/ea ; and hav- 
ing in a great Meaſure diſobliged my Friends by 
my former Extravagancies,. I was under Confine- 
ment for upwards of 3 Months there, without the 
leaſt Support imaginable, from any Perſon, I could 
reaſonably expect it of. Not one Friend or Rela- 
tion came near me for the Space above mentioned, 
nor had I one Farthing in my Pocket; ſo that all. 
the Support I really had for that Time, was given. 
me by thoſe, who were at that Time my feliow- 
Priſoners. I leave it then to any body's Judgment, 
whether I was not in terrible Circumſtances, eſpeci- 
ally having no Expectation from my Friends; and. 
no View of getting clear of my then preſent Enthral- 
ment: Added to this the Thoughts of ſtill labour- 
ing under theſe Misfortunes, (for how long Time L 
did not know, but had Reaſon to believe no ſhort 
Time) made me undertake to cure a deſperate Diſ- 
eaſe by a more deſperate Remedy. And ſo one 
Day being in a very melancholy and penſive Hu- 
mour, I ſat me down alone, and began to conſider 
of ſome Methods, how to get over my Troubles: 
And a ſure one indeed (God, and the Gentlemen. 
_ | "iD whopu 
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whom I ſhould greatly have injured, I hope will par- 
don me for it) I found out; for unhappily I thought 
of this wicked Scheme, which immediately ſet 
about, and put in Practice. But as God is my 
Judge, my Intention was not abſolutely to wrong 
Meſſieurs Belebier and Comp. For, if I had got 
the Money, my real Deſign was to have converted 
it, (as I was brought up ſome Part of my Time to 
the Manche/ter Trade) to a particular Branch in that 
Trade, which I then did verily think, would in 
ſhort Time have turned out to ſuch an Advantage, 
that I might have been enabled to remit them back 
the Money: Which I actually ſhould have done, 
tho? in ſome ſecret Manner. All that I have more 
to ſay is, that I have as near as I can related the 
real Truth of this Affair. 

Sigu a, 

Thomas Jones. 


However he owns the Scheme, (after putting the 
beſt Gloſs upon it) to be a very wicked one, and 
that he had greatly given a very bad Example, and 
great Scandal to the Public. He declared. chat no 
one was, in any Shape, concerned in the Contri- 
vance, and hoped that his Example would bea 
Terror to others, and prevent any ſuch A « of 
vile Impoſition for the future. 

4. Uſber Gahagan, about 36 Years of Age, was 


born of very reputable Parents, in the County of 


Meſimeath, in Ireland, who gave him an extraor- 
dinary Education, particularly in claflical Learning, 
in which he made a very great Progreſs, as may be 


ſeen by his Tranſlations of ſome of Mr. Pope's Pieces, 


as well as by his Corrections of a late neat Edition 
of the Claſſicks, printed by Mr. Brindley, Book-ſel- 


ler to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, in 

Bond. ſireet. He was brought up and educated in 
the Proteſtant Religion, his Father intending him 
for the Bar, but by his own Inclination, or by the 


Perſuaſion 
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Perſuaſion of ſome of his Companions, he forſook 
the Religion he was educated in, and embraced that 
-of the Church of Rome, which rendering him un- 
qualified to grace that State of Life which his Pa- 
rents deſigned him, he was obliged, as he had not 
-a'Fortune to ſupport him, to think of ſome proper 
Way of Subſiſtance; and accordingly on his firſt 
coming to England, which was about 4 Years ſince, 
He engaged himſelf as a Corrector of the Preſs to 
ſeveral Printers in London, to whom he gave entire 
Satisfaction: But that Employment not bringing in 
_ a Sufficiency to fupport him in the Manner he choſe 

to live, and falling unluckily into the Company of 
his Countryman, -Cofey, he was eaſily perſuaded to 
follow that Practice, which in the End brought him 
to his ignominious Death. Being ſtrongly perſuaded 
by his Companion, that diminiſhing the Coin would 
ſoon enrich them all, and put them above the Frowns 
of the World ; he fat heartily to work, and, not 
conſidering the Miſchief he was doing to the mer- 
cantile Part of the World, filed ſuch a Quantity of 
Gold of different Sorts, as ſoon rendered them ſuſ- 
picious. 

Notwithſtanding his ſtriving to extenuate, yet he 
did not deny, his Guilt, but lamented greatly the 
Fate of Connor, whom he frequently declared to be 
innocent, averring that he was only his Servant, 
whom he employed in Meſſages on different Occa- 
Hons, and that he never filed a Guinea in his Life. 

5. Terence Connor, about 40 Vears of Age, was 


born of creditable Parents in the Province of Con- 


naught, in the Kingdom of Jreland, who put him 
early to School, where he ſoon made a Progreſs in 
the Latin and Greek, and was particularly conver- 
ſant in the Roman Hiſtorians ; he was brought up 
in the Faith of the Church of Nome, which he pro- 
feſs'd to his Death. On the Deceaſe of his Parents, 
he ſays he became involved in ſeveral expenſive Law, 
Suits for the Recovery of his juſt Rights, but want- 


ing Money to _ them on he was obliged to leave 
Irelaud 
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Ireland and ſeek his Fortune on the Eng; ſhore ;. 
When he came to London, he ſays he applied to ſe- 
veral of his Countrymen for Recommendation to 
ſome Employ, whereby he might be enabled to ſub- 
fiſt, but without Succeſs, till Fortune threw him in 
the Way of Mr. Gahagan, who had juft printed a 
Tranſlation into Latin, of Mr. Pope's E ay on Cri- 
ticiſin, who employ'd him to carry them to Noble- 
men and Gentlemen's Houſes, which was to him 
for the preſent, ſome, tho' a very poor, Subſiſtence, 
_ eſpecially as he had alſo a Wife to maintain. During 
his ſerving Mr. Gahagan he acknowledged he had 
ſeen both him and Cofey file Gold, and had even 
been to fetch Portugal Pieces for them before they 
were filed, and had put them off after they were 
filed, and aſſiſted in blowing the fire when the 
Gold was melting ; but that he himſelf never did file 
any, nor attempt to file any, nor did he ever receive. 
any part of the Profit arifing therefrom, but only 
his board and ſometimes a Trifle of Money. 

He was informed that were the whole of his Aſ- 
ſertion to be admitted as Fact, yet was he equal- 
ly an Accomplice, and juſtly condemned by the 
Laws of this Land; as he aſſiſted in melting the 
Gold, fetch'd in the heavy, and put off the light 
Pieces, he was as much guilty of High Treaſon 
as either Gahagan or Coffey. 

6. Foſeph Mapham, aged 50, ſays he was born 
of reputable Parents in the Year 1699. When he 
came to the Age of 7 Years he was put to School, 
where in Proceſs of Time he learnt the Art of Na- 
vigation, and continued there till ſuch Time as he 
was qualified to be put Apprentice to a Captain of 
a Merchant-man, with whom he ſerved about 3 
Years. Afterwards he had a Mind to enter into his. 
Majeſty's Service, thinking he might get him-. 
ſelf promoted ſooner on Board a Man of War, by 
Means of his Education, and Learning in the Ma- 
thematicks, than on Board a Merchant Ship. Ac- 
cordingly he entered as a foremaſt Man, and 5 a- 

aut 
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bout 4 or's Days Time, was made School-maſter, 
(but does not ſay on Board what Ship) and continu- 
ed ſo for ſome Years to teach the Mathematicks. 
When he came home to London, his Brother, hav- 
ing very good Buſineſs, was defirous he ſhould 
learn it, and -leave the Sea, Accordingly. he did, 
and in about a Month's Time, he ſays, he was able 
to get a very good Livelihood at inlay ing of Tortojſe- 
ſhell. Some Years before this, he ſays, he married 
a Wife, that got her Livelihood in a very hand- 
ſome Manner, by keeping an Herb-ſhop in New- 
gate-market ; ; and between them they lived very 
well, keeping a Houſe in Warwick-Court, in War- 
avick-Lane, From this Marriage came ſeveral Chil- 
dren, and ſhe dying, he thought it neceſſary to mar- 
Ty a ſecond Wife to take Care of the Children; . 
which he did in a little Time, and ſhe died in Child- 
bed ten Months after Marriage. A third Wife he 
married, and by her had 3 Children in about 4 
Years Time; and ſhe dying, he thought proper in 
about 2 Years after her Deceaſc,. to take unto him 
a 4th Wife, by whom he had 2 Children, 6ne now 
living, and lately taken from the Breaſt : having 
left behind him 4 Children now living, and a Wife, 
in Tears. For ſome Time he was Book-kceper to 
ſome Country Waggons, that went forth, and back 
to Town ; but afterwards getting into the more 
lucrative Employ of receiving, and paying Money 
for the Graziers in Smithfield, he thought proper 
to ſtick to that for the ten or eleven laſt Years of 
his Life; ſome thouſands a Year went to be ſure 
through his Hands by thoſe Means; and he ſays, 
he always did it with Honeſty and Juſtice, and 
Reaſon good to be given, why he ſhould do ſo, 
*twas to get his own Bread, and maintain his Fa- 
mily: But in the End the Truth came out, and 
no doubt, he found it neceſſary to be honeſt in this 
Calling, that he might have the more frequent Op- 
portunities to practiſe upon the Money received, 
and make his publick Buſineis too much ſubſervient 
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to his private and clandeſtine Purpoſes. Yet as to the 
Fact for which he dyed, (though proved as poſitively 
as Words could declare) he perſiſted to ſay, he was 
innocent as the Child in the Mother's Womb. Ports 
he would own he had practiſed upon, but Guineas, 
he ſaid, he never diminiſhed, or defac'd. How- 
ever, he had ſo much Chriſtianity as to ſay he for- 
gave all that Swore againſt him to take away his 
Life, and dyed in Charity with all Men. 
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At the Place of EXECUTION, 


| ONDAY Morning February 2oth, a- 
M bout Nine o'Clock, John Frimley, and 
, William Fefferys in a Cart, Thomas Jones 
in a Mourning Coach, Uher Gahagan, Terence Con- 
nor, and Joſeph Mapham in a Sledge, or Hurdle, 
went from Newgate to the Place of Execution. 
Where having ſtaid with them ſome Time, and 
recommended their Souls to God, they were turned 
off the Cart, with their laſt Breath calling on God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt to have Mercy on them, and par- 
don their Tranſgreſſions. 

Gabagan and Connor, dying in the Roman Catho- 
lick Perſuaſion, continued in Prayer by themſelves 
during the intermediate Space of their being put up 
from the Sledge or Hurdle into the Cart, and their 
being turned off. 

3 Hearſes and 2 Coaches, attended to carry off 
all the Bodies, and accordingly the Bodies of Ga- 
hagan, Connor, Mapham and Jones, were carried 
off in the Hearſes ; Frimley's was taken by ſome 
Sailors in a Coach ; and Fefferys was carried away 
on a Friend's Back. © * 


This is all the Account given by me, 
JOHN TAYLOR, 
Ordinary of Newgate. 


John Forſter, condemned for robbing his Lodg- 
ings, was reprieved, by a Warrant which came to 
Newgate, on Sunday Night, from the Office of his 
Grace the Duke of Bedford, one his Majeſty's Prin- 


Cipal Secretaries of State. 
THE 
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ier Gabagan, and Terence Connor 


. —— >< ior 2 vs." or 


WAS W ROTE BY 


' GAHAGAN himſelf, while under Sentence 
of Death in Newgate, and fign'd by them 
Both, and delivered on Sunday, February 19, 
| 1748-9, the Day before his Execution, in the 
: Preſence of ſeveral Gentlemen, to the Printers 
of the Dying Speeches, with a ſtrict Charge, 
neither to add to it or diminiſh from it; and ac- 
| cordingly we here give it exactly in his own- 
| _- Wong EN 


As it is cuſtomary for People under my unhap- 
wp A py Circumflances, for the publick Satisfac- 

tion, to give ſome Account of their Birth, 
' Parentage, and Life, in Conformity to ſo common, 
and perhaps not illaudable, a Cuſtom, and to prevent 
any Counterfeit and ungenuine Details, which pro- 
bably may be publiſhed of my Life and Family, 
| after my departure from this World; and alſo in 
B 3 regard 
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regard that I have nothing to diſcloſe in that re- 
ſpect, but what leads more to my Credit and Repu- 
tation than otherwiſe, I therefore make my dying 
Declaration in Manner following. 

And firſt as to my Birth and Family, be it known, 
that I was born by Father and Mother. of a gen- 
teel and reputable Family, in the County of Vs. 
meath, in Ireland, as appears by a Teſtimonial ſent 
from Ireland in my behalf, and ſigned by my Lord 
Bellſield, and many more of the top Gentlemen of 
that County, and the King's County adjacent, which 
Teſtimonial now lies in the Hands of Edmund Kelly, 
Attorney at Law in Fetter-Lane. My Grandfather 
was one of the ſix Clerks of the high Courtof Chan. 
cery in that Kingdom, and ſo much relied on the 
Worth of his own Blood and Family, that he 
refuſed being Knighted. My Uncle, his eldeſt 
Son, was a very Eminent Attorney in the City of 
Dublin, and poſſeſs'd of a large Fortune of his own 
Acquiſition, beſides that which was to devolve to 
him from my Grandfather, whoſe youngeſt Son, 
my Uncle, is now a Barriſter at the Bar of Jreland ; 
and as to my Father, he was bred up a Country 
Gentleman, and lived in very creditable Circum- 
ſtances, and great Credit, till within theſe few Years, 
when by vexatious Law-ſuits, and other Misfor- 
tunes, he was reduced to the {mall Fortune of a 
ioo/. a Year in Leaſehold Concerns ; my Mother 
'was Daughter to a Gentleman in the King's County, 
of a very large Eſtate and Fortune, ſo much eſteem- 
ed, that the Duke of Ormond very commonly re- 
| ſided at his Seat, in the ſaid King's County, and in- 
ruſted him with his moſt important Secrets : but 
now in my Mother's Family there only remains an 
Eſtate of 500/. per Ann. in the Poſſeſſion of my ſe- 
cond Couſin. 

As to my Education, my Parents ſpared no Ex- 
pences upon it, my Father having intended me for 


the Bar, and I hope that ſince my coming to _ 
an 
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and even my Confinement, I have given ſuch pub- 
lick Proofs of my Education being genteel and li- 
beral, that it cannot be doubted, but 1 had retained 
and imbibed ſome Part thereof : As to my Princi- 
ples of Religion, I was educated, having been in- 
tended for the Bar, in thoſe of the Church of En- 
gland by Law eſtabliſhed ; but when I had given 
myſelf a little to reading polemical Writings, I found 
by Conviction of Judgment, that I could not 
with eaſe to my Conſcience, in the Affair of eter- 
nal Salvation, adhere tothe Principles of the Religion 
J had been educated in, and therefore declined 
ſtudying the Law, and became a Roman Catholick, 
and hereby profeſs myſelf to be an unworthy Member 
of that Communion, upon which Account I fell into 
the Diſgrace of Relations and Friends, who would 
elſe have provided for me ; about 16 Years ago I 
married a Gentlewoman of a {lender Fortune, but of 
as good a Family as any of the antient Ii, beſides 
a very plentiful Eſtate, there being in the Memory 
of People now living, four large Manors, and fix 
antient Caſtles, in Poſſeſſion of her Grandfather and 
Uncle; I do not chuſe naming her, becauſe I am 
too great a Stain to my own Family, and think it 
improper to draw Ignominy upon her's. | 

As to my own Life, I muſt own to my great 
Sorrow, that I have been guilty of the Frailties of the 
Children of Men ; and that only through the Me- 
rits of my bleſſed Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt, I can 
be juſtified before the Tribunal of Heaven ; but can- 
not charge myſelf with Robbery private, or the 
Highway, nor with Houſebreaking, Thievery, 
Murder, Sodomy, or any ſuch crying and enor- 
mous Crimes, praiſe be to the Almighty God. I al- 
ways lived in the Eſteem of every Rank in my 


| Neighbourhood, and tho' ill Company brings me 


to this untimely End, kept the beſt Company till 
Neceſſity obliged me to try Fortune in London, where 
ſince my coming, I deported myſelf modeſtly and 
decently, until Hugh Coffey, the only _ 

ence 


dence againſt me, came to my » Lodgiog telling me- 
he had been arreſted and had eſcaped from the Bai- 
liffs, and requeſting to lodge with me, which I rea- 
dily complied with thro' Affection to my native 
Country, and by this Means, . he found the colour- 
able Grounds of Swearing againſt me as he did; 
but ſubmit it to the Pablick, what Credit he de- 
ſerved when he. owned himſelf an Accomplice, and 
at the Time of my Tryal, ſtood under three ſeve- 
ral Indictments for Forgery and Perjury, which ſtill 
hang over him; beſides on his Examination before 
Mr. Cook, Solicitor of the Mint, when he informed : 
againſt ſeveral others, he by ſeveral Oaths and Ex- 
ecrations declared me and Conor Innocent, and 
upon Mr. C94's ſaying he had Information againſt 
me from other Hands, anſwer'd, that if any ſuch 
Information was, it was abſolutely falſe, all which 
Sworn againſt him by credible Witneſſes. There 
were indeed ſome circumſtances ſworn by others, 
that might bring me under a ſtrong Suſpicion, as 
my going to the Bank and the Refiner's, which I 
did to ſerve. Coffey, he not daring to go abroad 
much himſelf for fear of an Arreſt ; but as Cof- 
ys Oath was manifeſtly to fave his own Life, 
and that his Character was fo infamouſly impeach- 
ed, as before mentioned, let Circumſtances be e- 
ver ſo pregnant, I do not fee how by the Laws of 
England I could be found guilty, becauſe Circum- 
ances, without a poſitive unimpeached Witneſs to 
ſupport them, can amount at moſt but to a high 
Probability, which is a Kind of Evidence, except 
in the Caſe of Murder, the Laws of England will 
not admit ſufficient to condemn a Man capitally up- 
on; for it is notorious that none ſwore to the actual 
filing of Guineas but Coffey, whoſe Character was 
ſo branded, as dwindled his Evidence at leaſt into a 
Circumſtance only; yet I ſhall not omit ſome Ob- 
ſervations upon the circumſtantial Evidences.— The 
firſt, Matibeau Fretwell, a Teller in the Bank, who 
ſwore that e often made Propoſals to him a- 
bout 
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bout diminiſhing the Coin, but that T was not pre- 
ſent at any, except the firſt Propoſal, which he ſaid 
happened at the Cro/5-keys Tavern near the Change, 
in which Article I declare to God, before whom 
I'm ſhortly to appear, that I never was preſent, or 
heard Coffey make any Propoſals to him touching 
diminiſhing Gold Coin, or any other Coin at the 
Croſ5-keys, or elſewhere fince I was born; nor can 
this hang with what he ſwore in another Article, 
Viz. that Coffey deſired him to keep any Propoſals 
between them ſecret from me, which would have 
been-abſurd in Coffey, if I was preſent at the very firſt 
Propoſal. Hannah Smart ſwore ſhe had ſeen me 
and Coffey put a Crucible into her Kitchen Fire, 
in which ſhe ſaid I pretended there was ſome Stuff 
for a Salve, but could not tell the Contents. But 
when I ſent to her Houſe to have the Diſtance be- 
tween her Walls, and thoſe of Mr. De//s Houſe 


meaſured, ſhe refuſed permitting the Meaſure, to be 


taken, ſaying, that if it was to fave my Life, ſhe 
would not ſuffer it; which Declaration ſo wicked, 
malicious and inhuman, was proved againſt her by 
two Witneſſes, and would be a ſufficient Excep- 
tion againſt a Juror, much more againſt her; 
yet the Jury made a Circumſtance of her Evidence. 
As to Mr. Dell, whom I had never ſeen, but when I 
was at New-Priſon, and the Day of my Trial, he 
ſwore that without the help of an Optic Glaſs, he did 
often ſee thro* his own Window, which was all beduſt- 
ed, and thro' Mrs. Smart's Window, which had Paper 
gummed on it within fide to prevent our being over- 
looked in our Beds, and which two Windows were 
bove twelve Yards aſunder, as I verily believe ; he 
ſwore, I ſay, that he often ſaw three Men at Work 
filing of Six and thirty and Seven and twenty Shilling 
Pieces, a penetrating Sight indeed! and which 
ſeemed to the Judge ſo incredible, that he aſked 
him if he had any Glaſs or Inſtrument to look thro'; 
to which he anſwered no, but that he looked thro? 
his Hand, cloſed to contract the Rays of Light, 
| an 
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and I ſubmit it to the publick, if he could not in 
theſe Circumſtances make his Obſervations without 
cloſing his Fiſt, whether he could be at ſuch a Diſ- 
tance much enabled to obſerve by cloſing it; eſ- 
pecially ſo as to be able to tell the ſpecifick Coin 
and after all he ſwore, that my Side-Face only was 
towards him ; how could he then know me at New- 
Priſon, or the Bar, to be one of thoſe Men he ſaw 
at Work? Beſides, he ſwore only as to foreign Coin, 
which did not affect my Life, yet he got circum- 
ſtantial Credit with the Jury. Mr. Sandal pro- 
duced a Piece of File, ſome Fragments of a Cru- 
Cible, and a very ſmall Particle of Gold, alledged. 
to have. been found in my Room. But was this a 
Circumſtance of any Weight, when Coffey, who 
confeſſed himſelf guilty of the Practice, lodged in 
the ſame Room, and might have been Owner of theſe 
Things unknown. to. me,. he having a Trunk with. 
Lock and Key, whereby to conceal his Inſtruments 
from me? Sandal alſo produced three Guineas, 
which he got with ten more in my Pocket, one 
wanting 6d. the other 114. and the third 15. 11d. 
to the beſt of my Memory ; and might not a Man. 
have thirteen Guineas in his Pocket, and three of 
them be light unknown to him ;. beſides it's plain 
they came from different Hands, as they. were ſo 
different in their reſpeQive Lightneſs; for if they 
were diminiſhed by one Hand, they would have been 
nearer to each other than half and half in Light- 
neſs; and as they were found with ten more in the 
ſame Pocket, which were full Weight, is it proba- 
ble, had I known them to. be diminiſhed, but I 
would have had them apart; beſides Sandal ſwore 
only chat they were light, but would not take up- 
on him to ſay they were induſtriouſſy diminiſhed. 
As to Mr. Diſten the Refiner's Man, he ſwore no- 
thing but Truth againſt me, viz. that I ſeveral 
Times ſold Gold at his Maſter's, which in truth I. 
did, but for CæFey's Uſe; and as to the Entry in 
the Memorandum Book, I believe I made _ an 
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Entry to ſatisfy Coffey what Money of his came 


into my Hands from the Refiner's from Time to 
Time, becauſe Coffzy, having made me often a 
Bearer for him to the Refiner's, uſed to bring me 


to an Account, Mr. Diſen, however, was not quite 


ſo honeſt with reſpe& to Mr. Connor; for in his In- 
formation before Juſtice Green, which was read to me, 


he ſwore he ſaw Connor, at his Maſter's once, ſelling 
Gold, in the Month of March laſt, but upon Trial, 
he thinking it improbable that he would be ſup- 


poſed to know a Man at one View for near nine 
Months, and never ſeeing him before or after, till 


in Priſon, to mend this Defect, ſwore he ſaw him at 
his Maſter's but once, and that in July laſt, which 


Connor hereby declares to be abominably falſe, as 


he does Mr. Fretwel/'s ſwearing to have given him 
Money ſeveral Times at the Bank, Connor hereby pro- 
teſting before God, that he never received any Money 


whatever from the ſaid Fretabell at the Bank, or elſe- 


where, but owns that for Mr. C:fty's Uſe, and as a 
Meſſenger from him, he received Money from Mr. 
H/e1 twice only, tho' Ye1/ (wore he frequently re- 
ceived Money from him, in order, as I believe, to 


have him convicted at any Rate. 


Connor was born in the Province of Connaught, 


of a very reputable Family, his Brother having 
been lately poſſeſs' d of a conſiderable Patrimony, but 


by Extravagance and Law-ſuits ſquander'd it away, 
without paying him or his Siſter their Portions, 
which obliged him to come to London, chuling to 
live poorly here rather than in his Native Country, 
where he once was in genteel Circumftances: Has 
had liberal Education, as appears by his being a 
tolerable Latin Scholar, and very converſant in the 
Roman Hiſtory. Thus I have laid before the Publick, 
the Severity of our Caſes, and hope they will be 
ſo charitable as to believe that we do not inſert in 
this Account, any thing which we 4id not think 
true to the beſt of our Knowledge, belicf, and hear- 


ſay. Mr. Connor declares he is innocent of the 
| Fact 


* 
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Fact he dies for, and the great God knows if I be 
not equally ſo; we dye unworthy Members of the 
Roman Catholick Church, forgive Judge, Jury, Wit- 
neſſes, and all Mankind, hoping through the Me- 
rits of our bleſſed Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, to find 
Mercy at, and after, the Hour of our Deaths ; and 
we farther declare, that any other Account but what 
is in this Paper, and which we deſire may be publiſh- 
ed by Mr. Thomas PARKER, is counterfeit and not 


genuine. The Lord of infinite Mercy, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, have Mercy upon us; Mercy, Mercy, 


Mercy, dear Jeſus, Redeemer of Mankind. 


Uher Gahagan, 


Terence Conner. 
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To his Royal Highneſs, 


Prince G E O K GE, 


Duke of CORNWALL. 


And eldeſt Son of his Royal Highneſs F R E. 


 DERICK, Prince of A L E , on his 
acting the Part of Cato at Leicęſter-Houſe. 


Tuus jam regnat Apollo. ViRo, 


Ail! little Cato, taught to tread the Stage 
Awful, as Cato of the Roman Age; 


| How vaſt the Hopes of thy maturer Years, 


When in the Boy ſuch manly pow'r appears ! 
Say, what Spectator but did pleas'd admire 
To hear thee talk with Sage Catonick Fire; 
A tender Stripling of the Royal Blood 
Breathing his Country's Liberty and Good; 


What Rapture warm'd thy Princely Father's breaſt 3 
What Joy the ſcepter'd Grandſire then confeſs'd ! 


Beholding thee, a Tyro from the School, 
Foreſhew the Wiſdom of thy future Rule ; 
And Nea, thy little Tuba, play his Part, 
Half form'd by Nature in Bellona's Art. 

Well may we ſay, when Royalty thus deigns 
To grace the Stage, that now Apollo reigns; 
Whoſe tunefal Hand - maids ſhou'd exult to ſee 
Such regal Honour done to them in thee. 

Nor leſs thy Shade, O ! Aadiſon, rejoice, 


' To find thy Cato made a Cato's Choice. 


Lo! Britain glories, in thy Years to trace - 
A buſkin'd Hero of the Brunſwick Race; 
Her Stage now trod (tho' Collier, once thy Scorn) 
By deſtin'd Monarchs, and high Princes born; 
C Auguſta 
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Auguſfla too, ſome King's allotted Bride, 

Adorns her Scenes, and gives an equal Pride; 
But Oh ! When thou ſhalt once thy Scepter wield, 
nd Edward ſhine dread leader of the Field; 
hen thou a Cato's, he a Juba's Taſk 
Perform in real Action, not in Maſque ; 


At Home, when thou'lt thy Country's Good en- | 
| 


hance, 
While he Abroad ſhall ſtem the Pride of France; 
When thou'lt eſtabliſh Europe's wiſh'd Repoſe, 
Returning he the Gates of Janus cloſe ; 
Then, then Britannia may with Reaſon boaſt, ; 
Nor think her Blobd or Treaſure fruitleſs Coſt ; a 

O! may ſhe hail, (but late) the glorious Day, ; 
When exerciſing thus imperial Sway, { 
Of Sire and. Granfires Virtues thou poſſeſs'd . 
Shalt gentle rule, and make thy People bleſs'd ; 
When harraſs*d Europe, reſcu'd from Alarms, 

Shall owe her Reft to George and Edward's Arms, 

Rous'd with the Thought, and impotently vain, 
I now would launch into a nobler Strain ; 

But ſee ! the Captive Muſe forbids the Lays, 
Unfit to ſketch the Merit, I wou'd praiſe ; 

Such, at whoſe Heels no galling Shackles ring, 

May raiſe their Voice, and boldly touch the String. 
Cramp'd Hand and Foot while I in Goal muſt ſtay, 
Dreading each Hour the Execution Day. 

Pent up in Den, opprobrious Alms to crave, 

No Delphick Cell, ye Gods ! nor Sybil's Cave; 
Nor will my Pegaſus obey the Rod, | 
With maſſy Iron barbarouſly ſhod ; 

Thrice I eſſay' d to force him up the Height, 

And thrice the painful Gives reſtrain'd his Flight. 

So when a ſickly Snake attempts to creep, 
And climb ſome flipp*ry Rock, or Ditches ſteep; 
Scarce * her Length advanc'd, ſhe backward 
| 8 | 
And in flow Volumes languiſhingly crawls. 


Usatr Ganacan. 
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RICHARD ADAMS, Eq; 
On his being choſea | 


RECORDER of the City of London. 


Nui Conſulta patrum, qui leges Farague Servat, Hor. 


T TAil! Azam, gen'rous in thy Soul as Blood, 
Choſen Recorder, and our certain Good , 

While thouſands now to magnify thy worth, 

Applaud his Choice, and ſet thy Merits forth; 

Still like thy ſelf, be gentle; nor refuſe 

The lowly Tribute of a Captive Muſe. 

Tho! rude her Strains and impotent her Flight, 

Accept benign her poor officious Mite : 


Nor doubt, but what the Poet wants of Art 


He ranſoms with pri” of Heart ; 
Say whence I muſt the Web Pierian ſpin, 
Shall I, or with thy private Life begin? 
Or with thy public, fill my feeble Lays? 


Either's too great a Theme for me to praiſe. 


Then let me paint thee on the Judgment-ſeat, f 

Awful, ſerene, and modeſtly elate; | i 
No ſullen Frown betok'ning. Cauſe of Fear, 
Meekneſs and Candour in thy Looks appear. 
Mercy and Juſtice, the good Judge's Fame, 
Embrace in thee, and conſecrate thy Name. 

The Court now opened and the Jury ſworn, 


Stands at the Bar ſome Criminal ſorlorn, 
| | C 2 Not 
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Not worth of little Pelf, a Council's Fee, 


But ſure to find a Council then in thee, 

However bad his Crime, or mean his State,. 

He meets in thee both Judge.and Advocate : 

For Poor and Rich muſt equal Juſtice ſhare, 

No Favour, or reſpe& of Perſons, there; 

No partial Byaſs,  tho' 'tis ever thine 

To Mercy, darling Mercy, to incline. 
Again: I hear thee ſcrutinouſly ſift 

Some perjur'd Witneſs, now devoid of Shift; 


While you, conducted by Afræa's Clue, 


With Queſtion and Croſs-queſtion, him purſue ;. 
Probe to the Bottom ev'ry Circumſtance, 
And catch the flying Truth with ſeeming Chance. 
On a bright Morning, ſo the od'rous Crew. 
Chace the Swift Hare, and thunder o'er the Dew; 
The cunning Puſs avoids them many a Wind, 
But leaves a hot perfidious Scent behind ; 
Led by the Scent thro" every wily Maze, 
Cloſe they purſue her, and at laſt they ſeize. 

But ſtill, thy Learning ſtrikes with more furprizez 
Whewon a Trial points of Law ariſe. 
Year Books, Reports, and Entries, are diſplay'd 
With the ſame Eaſe, as in thy preſence laid. 


The Volume, Page, and Author's Name you trace, 


As if thou wer't a Code of Common place: 
O Memory immenſe! O-real Son | 
And certain Heir of mighty L1TTLETON: 
Well have the May'r and Aldermen decreed 
That you the late REcorpER ſhou'd ſucceed. 
Self-Eaſers! by thy Wiſdom managed right, 
To mike their Burthen of the City light. 

Th Bard attends thee giving now the Charge, 
The Evidence before rehears'd at large. | 
Here you diſcloſe the Riches of your Senſe 
In a reſiſtleſs Tide of Eloquence ; 


Thus while we think the wretched Criminal 


Muſt, to the Laws, a Victim ſudden fall; 
Again we hear him clear'd, by Force of wit, 


If Circumſtances can at all admit. 8 
4 So. 
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So far thy nervous Orat'ry prevails, 
Juſtice, in Doubt, forbears to lift her Scales; 
By Evidence alone, the Jurors taught, 
Declare their Verdict, and eſcape all Fault: 
If an Acquittal, Pleaſure we may trace, 
Th' Effect of Mercy, in thy very Face; 
But, O, if Guilty ! what a dire Conteſt 
Duty and Pity, wage within thy Breaſt! 
With what a tender Eye you look on him 
Thy Heart wou'd pardon, but the Laws condemn ;' 
While conſcious of thy Fellow-creature's Fears 
You paſs the Sentence, not without ſome Tears. 

Thrice happy Londen ! ſcarce exempt the Grudge 
Of neighb'ring Cities, in ſo wiſe a Judge: 
Late may it be, O! very late be ſaid, 
Thou need'ſt a new RRCORDER in his ſtead ; 
But may he long ſurvive, of Heav'n the Care, 
No leſs the Poet's than the City's Pray'r. 


—— 


To Mr. Uſber Gahagan, on publiſhing his 
excellent Tranſlation of Mr. Pop E's 
Eſſay upon Criticiſm, his Temple of Fame, 
and Meſſiab; the two latter done ſince 
his Confinement in Newgate. | 


Egretful, yet thy Lays ſo much invite, 

A Bard, an artleſs Bard ! preſumes to write ; 
Charm'd by thy Muſe, mine, with unequal Wing, 
Purſues her Flight, ambitious thee to ſing, 

And fir'd with Beauty of ſuperior Verſe, 
In rude Eſſay thy Merits wou'd rehearſe. 

So the young Linnet with tranſported Ear, 
Silent attends ſome practiſ d Warbler near; 
| Eager imbibes each modulated Note, 

Then tunes in mimic Airs her liquid Throat, 

Who without Rapture can thy Numbers read ? 
Who hear thy Fate and Sorrow not ſucceed ? 
Who not condole thee betwixt Fear and Hope ? 
Who not admire thee thus tranſlating. Pepe? 
Tranſlating Pope in never dying Lays, 

Bereft of Books, of Liberty, and Eaſe ; 
Tranſlating Pope, beneath ſevereſt Doom, 

In Numbers worthy old Auguſtan Rome; 
Whoſe ableſt Sons might glory in thy Strains, 
Tho' ſung in maſſy, dire, incumb'ring Chains. 


Say, wondrous Bard]! how cou'dſt thou thus at- 


tempt | 
To raiſe thy Voice, from every Joy exempt ; 
Friends, Kindred, all that's dear excluded quite ; 
A glimmering Taper for thy Noon-day Light; 
In Strains heroic yet to court the Muſe, 
And for thy Taſk a Theme heroic chuſe: 
an 8 
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|  Becaule great Raleigh wrote beneath the Ax ; 


„ 

Man's final Lot in View, to tune thy Breath, 
Or dwells there Inſpiration thus in Death? 
O! dauntleſs Bard, who cou'd thy Soul unlock 
Amidft ſuch Terrors, and ſo dread a Shock? 

The fam'd Pelignian, from his Country rent, 
Not ſo could bear the Load of Baniſhment : 
A milder Fate! yet exile not revers'd, 
He pleads excuſe in ev'ry Page rehears'd ; 
And tho' the Bard, in native Latian Tongue, 
To his great Maſter mighty Cæſar ſung. 
His Genius levell'd, and extincct his Fire, 
With what a feeble Hand he touch'd the Lyre;; 


Bewailing Loſs of former Energy, 


Sunk from the Epic to low Elegy. 

| Were this once boaſted Minion of the Nine, 
A Victim doom'd, for Libitina's Shrine; 

Did he attempt to ſing beneath thy Fate, 

And from his own, to foreign Lore tranſlate ; 
How fainter would his dying Notes appear, 
Not like the Swan's, more muſically clear; 
But to the Cyc/ic Writers Strain declin'd, 

And in an Owid, we'd a Bawias find. 


Decreed to Death ſevere, a worſe Exile, 


You rife from Flaccus, to the Mantuan Stile: 
At Eaſe tranſlating Pope's Horatian Lay, 

His Epic Song of Fame you now diſplay ; 
And in ſuch Numbers, as may juſtly claim 
No vulgar Manſion in the Dome of Fame ; 


The Dome of Fame, where Pope himſelf might 


de 
To Pak thee plac'd by his, and Honour's Side; 
While faſt in fad portending Shackles bound 
You make his jet in thoſe of Maro ſound. 
In Language far from thy domeſtick grown, 


But by thy tow'ring Genius made thy own. | 
None wrote than you, we therefore muſt confeſs, 


With greater Spirit, and Advantage leſs. 
Nor Modeſty in this my Candour tax, 


He 


7 Wh 
He did, tis owned, but ſtill in his Diſtreſs * ＋ 
Had Money, Books, and ev'ry Friend's Acceſs ?: 
Not pent in gloomy Cell, and Gives, he lay, | 
Nor was his Food one Penny-loaf a Day; 
Nor Water was his Drink, nor Boards his Bed, 
Nor Stone (thy Pillow) to.ſupport his Head; 
Death's horrid Proſpect only cou'd controul 
The learn'd unlocking of his treaſur'd Soul; 
With ev'ry other full Advantage bleſs'd, 
By Night at Study, and by Day carel(s'd ;. 
Grim Death himſelf low'rd in a diſtant View, 
Not ev'ry Sun expected, as in you; 
In you! from all theſe needful Comforts torn, 
From Home, from Country, wretched and forlorn, . 
Inſulted, menac'd, taunted and abus'd, 
Of ought that's gentle and humane refuſed, 
Olt forced the Fumes of Ordure to inhale, 
Such is the Treatment of a Newgate Jail. 

O!] wert thou but diſmiſs'd and render'd free, 
What Wanders might'ſt thou work at Liberty! 
When captive and diſtract with Death's Alarms, 
Thy Verſe ſurpriſes, and with Rapture warms; 
Perhaps, if freed, thy bolder firſt Deſign. _ 

Might be ſome Hero of the Brunſwick Line ; 
Taught by thy Muſe to ftride the ſanguine Field, 
Now face the Cannon, now the Faulchion wield ; 
Now midſt. the thickeſt Ranks of Foes engage, 
While all the Battle thunders in thy Page ; | 


5 
#1 
. 
2 
* 
* 
— 
5 
F 


While ev'ry Reader, kindled by thy Strain, * 
A Chief in Fancy! Vows the next Campaign. 
But, Sir, thy Fate I ſhould not half regret, 
Did real Guilt thy Miſeries beget. 115 | | 
Ev'n I, who'd favour any Son of Rhime, 
Scarce well could pardon thy imputed-Crime. 
Imputed falſely ; half an Eye may ſee. 
There wert convicted; how? by Perjury. 
The Implement of which to common Senſe, 
Appears of ſome too black for Evidence ; 
Himſelf impriſon'd firſt upon the Charge, 5 
Then * Witneſs to be ſet at large; [ 
| | Impeach'd 


dy 


h'd 


r 


(33) 
Impeach'd of threefold forgery beſide, 
In the ſame Court thy hapleſs Cauſe was try'd. 
Each Forgery within its guilty Womb 
Brooding the Monſter Perjury, thy Doom ! 
The Judge, his Fame ſo manifeſtly ſad, 
Stiling him Man indeed, but very bad; 
Theſe, and as many Circumſtances more, 
Demand my Pity ; who wou'd not deplore 
Cloſe to behold thee in a Dungeon hemm'd ? 
The learn'd at once, and innocent condemn'd ! 
Yet be conſol'd, for {ill there is a Place, 
Reſerv'd for Mercy, and for royal Grace 
Maugre this Storm, thou may'ſt ſurvive to ſing 
The wonted Bounty of our gracious King. 
Echo repeating to each Hill and Plain, 
That Peace and Meekneſs bleſs a George's Reign. 
But whither have I, by Concern betray'd, 


Far from my firſt intended Matter ſtray d? 


While my unhallow'd Lays were only meant 
The ſacred Beauties of thy Muſe to paint; 

From ſadder Numbers ſcarce J can refrain, 
Intending thee to ſing, I but complain. 

Say, Guiltleſs Bard, what Patron wilt thou chule, 
A Stanhope or a Pelham for thy Mule? | 
Or both, or either may thy Pardon ſue, 

Both fond of Learning, and of Mercy too, 

Ev*n to thyſelf I ſhall ſubmit the Choice;, 

And only ſay, whoever hath the Voice, 

If pardon'd thou, or doom'd, alas! to die, 


May boaſt a precious Gift, or Legacy. 


To 


( 34 ) 
To her Grace the 
Dochkss of QUE ENSBUR Ts 


A Poetical Addreſs, 


By Terence Conner, in the Cells of Newgate. 
Laturam Miſero te nibi rebgr opem. Ovid- 


; HO U, great Protectreſs of th' Aonian Train, 
Support in each cotemporary Reign; 

Brighteſt Devotreſs at the Delian Shrine, 
Oft ſung and courted by the ſacred Nine; 
If e'er thy Kindred, of immortal Fame, 
The Muſes lov'd, nor ſcorn'd a Poet's Name: 
If &er thyſelf vouchſafe to touch the Lyre, 
And join'd with equal Voice the tuneful Quire: 
If on the Canvaſs, to deſcribe the Face 
With animated Bloom, and living Grace; 
To draw the vernal Flow'r and tinging Shape, 
The Peach, the Melon, and the ripened Grape, 
To make each Story, holy or profane, 
Move in the Landſkip, and to Viſion plain: 
If theſe, with courtly Wit and Eloquence, 
Be Gifts Apollo did to thee diſpenſe ; 
Which ſure they are ! in Charity regard, 
The meaneſt of his Sons, a Captive Bard ; 
Far, far, alas! from Home, and Native Clime, 
The firſt, perhaps, that did in Newgate Rhime : 
The firſt, perhaps, beneath his dreadful Doom, 
That ever mounted the poetick Loom. 

O! born thyſelf of high Pierian Blood, 
Boaſt of their Times, not yet more learn'd than good; 
Diſplay thy Bounty, where a Life's at ſtake, 
And. ſave the Wretched for the Poet's Sake; 
'The Poet pent in narrow darkling Cell 
With Vagrants and Banditties, forc'd to dwell ; 
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In pond'rous Gives of Iron rudely bound, 
A Stone his Pillow, and his Bed the Ground: 


One Penny Loaf the Banquet of a Day, 
And chilling Water to dilute his Clay ; 
Broke ev'ry Morning of his painful Reſt, 
The Scorn of Turnkeys, and the Keeper's Jeſt. 
Sternly rebuk'd, if he the leaſt complains, 
And menac'd with a double Load of Chains. 
Thus Day, and Night, diſconſolate I ſpend, 
Unpittied and debarr'd of ev'ry Friend. 
Deſerted by the Muſes, as by Men, 

Save Elegia's Viſits now and then : 
Daughter of Grief! an ever-plaintive Muſe, 
Taught only Songs of Sorrow to infuſe. 
Dire Comfort! thankful yet am I, that ſhe 
Inſpires theſe Lines, O Queenſbury ! to thee. 


Thou then, from Infant Years brought up in 


Courts, 
Directreſs of their Houſhold, and their Sports; 
The Brilliant Grace of both the Georges Age, 
In Wit facetious, and in Council ſage, 
Allow'd, as heretofore, the ſame Acceſs, 
Pity this Bard, and baniſh his Diſtreſs ; 
Maintain the Glory of thy former Days, 
And intercede to ſave a Son of Gar's ; 
Nor be it ever ſaid, in Br:iti4 Land, 
That a poor Bard was mercileſsly hang'd. 
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